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Comments after reading answers to exam questions.





1.  While some facts given in the exam may not be useful in answering the question, you want to make a positive decision to use or ignore each fact given. Ask yourself the question: “Why am I being told this?”


2.  Always get written waivers of conflict. California requires them.


3.  When property is out of state, you need to consider obtaining assistance of local counsel (especially Florida and Louisiana). If it is out of the country, you need to consider the legal system (common law or civil law), tax treaties (US–Canada, US–UK, etc.) and any local limitations on inheritance. On the continent of Africa, Liberia and former English colonies will generally follow common law, former French and Belgian colonies will generally follow civil law, others may follow islamic law or some other combination.


4.  Unlike residential property around here, ranches and other large pieces are often sold with mineral rights. They can be valuable and they can be separated from the land.


5.  There is a Proposed Uniform Status of Posthumously Conceived Children Act that allows for a statute of limiations of 5 years for a paternity action. There will probably be a lot of changes before this act becomes more than “proposed.” See My Child … but Not My Heir (31 Real Property, Probate and Trust Journal 213,(Summer 1996)). I received this after the exam was given. 


Sincerely,





Alan Leigh Armstrong
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